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Space: The New Frontier for Archaeologists
New book launches pioneering mission of a different sort
BOCA RATON, (June 24, 2009)— Some might think that the 27 thousand tons of material launched by
humans into outer space is nothing more than a floating assemblage of “space junk.” However, when
looking at these artifacts through the eyes of historians, aerospace engineers, and anthropologists, instead of
being celestial pollution, they can be seen as links to our technological history and heritage.
Handbook of Space Engineering, Archaeology and Heritage published this month
by CRC Press Taylor and Francis Group brings together 43 anthropologists,
archaeologists, historians, physicists, and engineers, a scientific team as diverse as the
crew of any science fiction spacecraft. The authors offer a range of novel historical
and technological perspectives on humankind’s experience in space. This ambitious
work presents an informative, thought-provoking, and educational text that discusses
the evolution of space engineering, spacecraft reliability and forensics, field
techniques, and mission planning, as well as space programs for the future. The book
is edited by a pair of scientists from different sides of the campus: Ann Garrison
Darrin, aerospace engineer and NASA veteran and Beth Laura O’Leary,
anthropologist and member of the World Archaeological Congress Space Heritage
Task Force.
The handbook delves into the evolution of space archaeology, including the emerging fields of space
heritage. It covers space basics and the history of the space exploration from Sputnik to modern day
satellites; discusses the cultural landscape of space, including orbital artifacts in space, as well as objects
left on planetary surfaces; and includes a look at the culture of the Apollo program as a catalog of manned
exploration of the moon. It also considers the application of forensic investigation to the solving of cold
case mysteries including failed Mars mission landing sites and lost spacecraft, and even examines the
archaeology of the putative Roswell UFO crash site and appraises how material culture has been used in
science fiction.
Handbook of Space Engineering, Archaeology and Heritage is available at www.crcpress.com.
Visit the CRC Press website for more information and to view the book’s full table of contents and
contributors.
1,035 pages $159.95
Publication: June 22, 2009
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See next page for more about the editors:
Ann Garrison Darrin has worked at The Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory for more
than 10 years. Ann Darrin is a member of the principal staff and is the manager in the Milton S.
Eisenhower Research Center for the Aerospace and Materials Sciences group. Prior to joining the
laboratory, Ann worked at NASA Goddard Space Center in aerospace engineering and was the Division
Chief for Assurance Technologies. She is the author of numerous papers and an author and editor of the
book MEMS and Microstructures for Aerospace Applications. As a technologist, Ann holds numerous
patents and has participated in several exciting, albeit small, technology “firsts” in space. Ann is the
founder and co-chair of the MEMS Alliance Mid-Atlantic and holds degrees from the Pennsylvania State
University and the University of Maryland University College.
Beth Laura O’Leary has taught anthropology at New Mexico State University since 1991. She has worked
in cultural resource management for the federal government, private firms, and universities. She is
currently vice chairperson of the Cultural Properties Review Committee, a governor-appointed
policymaking board on historic preservation for the state of New Mexico. Beth is a recognized expert in the
emerging field of space archaeology and heritage. In 1999, she received a grant from the New Mexico
Space Grant Consortium to document the archaeological assemblage at the Apollo 11 lunar landing site and
to investigate ways to manage and preserve sites on the Moon for the future. She has co-chaired several
international symposia on space heritage in the United States, Australia, Canada, and Ireland and is a
member of the World Archaeological Congress Space Heritage Task Force. Beth has a BA from Mount
Holyoke College and a PhD in anthropology from the University of New Mexico.
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